
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Macclesfield’s Autumn Newsletter!  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the following children and their 
families into our Footprints Family; Archie, Ivy, Ester, Kitt, Isabelle, Cara, Theo, 
Erik, Avery, Emmeline, Oscar, Harriet, Marina, Freddie, Florence, Melody, Aaron, 
and George. I hope you have settled into nursery life well and that you are 
enjoying making new relationships, getting messy and having fun. 
 

 

Autumn 2018 
 

Dates for the Diary 
As we are all aware Christmas is fast approaching which means we have lots of 
exciting dates to tell you about. We always try to give you as much notice as 
possible in the hope that you can join in with activities, stay-and-plays or events. 
 

 
 
 

5th November – Autumn Stay-and-Play (9:30am until 10:30am) 
12th -16th November – “Children in Need” Week. A small activity will  
take place each day throughout this week. I will be in touch with more 
 information very soon. 
19th November – Parents Evening (6:00pm until 8:00pm) 
7th December – Pre-School Nativity 
14th December – Pre-School Christmas trip to the Lowry and  
“Christmas Jumper Day” 
20th December – Children’s Christmas party day (9:30am until 11:30am) 
24th December – Nursery closes at 4pm 
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School Admission 
After a successful Graduation and saying an emotional farewell to our lovely Pre-School children it’s 
time to start thinking about getting our new Pre-School children ready for school.  
If your child is due to start reception in September 2019 you can apply now. I have attached the link 
below that will take you directly to the Cheshire East Website admission page. On that page is a 
document called ‘Applying for school places’ you can download and read the document to help you 
understand the process.  
After attending a course with the Cheshire East Early years start team recently they advised me to 
inform you of the following points; 
Firstly, make sure you apply for the school that you would like your child to attend before 15th 
January 2019, this is the closing date and you will not be allowed to apply after that date.  
Secondly, when filling out your application form please make sure that you write all of your three 
school choices down. Even if you are 100% sure of the school you want, by not putting a 2nd or 3rd 
choice down you run the risk of being given a school that is not in your catchment area meaning you 
have to cross town each day.  
Thirdly, once all places have been allocated by Cheshire East (usually around April 2019) you will 
receive an e-mail to the log in you created. It is very important that you check these e-mails 
regularly. Once you have received the e-mail you must click accept, to accept your place to prevent 
it been given to another child.   
 
If you would like any support or advice in doing this please don’t hesitate to ask.  
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/admissions.aspx  

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/admissions.aspx


 

 

  

Food and Nutrition 
At Footprints we understand the importance of a healthy balanced diet.  
Recently a wonderful lady, Nicola, joined our chef team. Nicola is a mum of three and has been 
employed to share the cooking tasks with Sue - she brings with her many years of experience to the 
kitchen. Many of you will already know Sue and that she has worked with us for two years, she has 
recently changed her working days to a Monday and Friday allowing Nicola to take on a role during 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Together both ladies ooze passion and creativity to bring 
the healthiest, appealing and most delicious of meals to your children.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your feedback in the recent parent survey we 
sent out. Many of you gave feedback based around the menu requesting that we share the menu 
and the alternatives we provide for children that have allergies. I am pleased to say that this has 
been actioned and all meals are now written onto the menu including which ingredients and 
allergens are in each meal.  
Over the next week or so the menu will be formatted and put up on the website for you to see 
clearly. Please take the time to read through the menu, any feedback you have will as always be 
gratefully received. 

LearningBook – Parental Engagement 
Over the summer term we have boon looking at how we can improve parental engagement. I 
appreciate it can be difficult to find time to look at your child(ren)’s learning journey. Well…we think 
we have found the perfect solution!  
I am pleased to inform you that in our reception area we are installing a computer that will be used 
specifically for LearningBook for you to login during parents’ evenings, and at drop-off and pick-up 
times. The computer will be on at all times to allow you to look through your child(ren)’s 
LearningBook at any time. Zoe and I will be on hand to explain anything that is unclear or to help 
you log on if this has been an issue for you at home. If I can just take this opportunity to say if you 
don’t have your log on details, if you have been locked out, or need a new password, please contact 
Julie.Shallcross@footprintsnurseries.co.uk  and she will resend your log on details. 
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Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 
One of the documents that we work alongside is “Working Together to Safeguard Children”  The 
document states that each Early Years setting must have a named Safeguarding Lead, also known 
as the “Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)”, this is usually the Nursery Manager. It is my role to 
safeguard all children, parents and staff that attend Footprints whilst recognising the needs of all 
children, including rescue from possible abuse or neglect.  
To ensure this is done to the best of my ability I would like to make you aware that myself, Hayley 
Smith, is the named DSL and Zoe Hanrahan is the deputy DSL - who stands in when I am not 
present in the nursery.  
Footprints has an inclusive “Open Door” policy and I urge anyone that would like to talk through any 
safeguarding concerns to do so immediately. We have a large range of resources that we can offer 
and sign post you towards if you should need any support at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                                       Hayley Smith – DSL               Zoe Hanrahan – Deputy DSL 

Safety 
I appreciate by the end of the working day we are all in a rush to see and collect our little ones and 
get home, however I do need to remind you that safety comes first.  
Unfortunately, I have witnessed a number of parents parking on the pavement across the main gate 
onto Riseley Street. This blocks the view the children and parents have significantly making it 
impossible to see any oncoming traffic. Please be reminded that we do have 6 parking spaces 
exclusively for you as Footprints parents situated in front of the Masonic Hall, if these spaces are full 
at busy periods the car park (Whalley Hays Car Park, bottom of Riseley Street) is  
free after 3.00pm. Please refrain from parking on the pavement across the main  
gate from now on, be considerate to others and the safety of all children.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
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Parents Feedback 
We continue to strive to maintain our Ofsted Outstanding grade and know we can  
only do that with your help, guidance and support. Moving forward I have decided  
to add a comments box to the end of each newsletter. If you do have any feedback 
you would like to share with me please complete the slip and pop it into reception 
or simply email Hayley.Smith@footprintsnurseries.co.uk  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Parent / Carer Comments Slip 
I wish to make the following comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Date:    ____________________________________ 
*Signed: ____________________________________ 
*Print Name: ________________________________ 
*Parent/Carer of: _____________________________ 
(*=Optional) 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter, I look forward to working with you throughout 
the next term. 

mailto:Hayley.Smith@footprintsnurseries.co.uk

